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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 9/19/06 . 
2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-6 and 8-15 . 

3. D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with William Haefligeron 12/7/06. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Claim 1 (currently amended) An arm supporting pillow in sling apparatus, comprising in 
combination 

a) a flexible sling, with a strap to be supported by a user's shoulder area, 

b) an insert pillow received in the sling, and to-be retrievable from the sling, the 
pillow having elongated block shape and having adjust a b le hook and l oop attachm e nt to 
th e inn e r s i d e of th e sling , and the sling and inner side of the pillow each having 
adjustable hook and loop configurations adapted for attachment of the pillow to the 
inner side of the sling . 

c) the sling and pillow dimensioned to receive a user's forearm alongside the 
pillow, in the sling, 

d) the sling having fonA/ardly extending panels which are foldable to be 
connoctib l o connectable together along upper extent of the sling, spaced above the 
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pillow, to close the sling over the user's forearm and pillow, and to allow upward 
opening of the sling to release the user's forearm and the pillow, 

e) there being a user's forearm receiving pocket formed between the pillow in the 
sling and outer extent of the sling facing inwardly toward the pillow, and defining one of 
said panels. 

4 • 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-6 and 8-15 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
of record does not anticipate or render obvious the invention as claimed. The cited prior 
art Burkhead US 5,334,132, Padden et al. 5,569.172, and Avon 2004/0215119 do not 
read on the claims as amended. 

4. As to Burkhead, there is not motivation or reason to place the pilloW as disclosed 
in the reference on the inside of the pillow. The purpose of the pillow in Burkhead is so 
that the placement of the forearm against the torso provides a comfortable fit. The 
purpose of the pillow of the applicant's invention it to provide comfort to the user's arm 
not torso. 

5. As to Padden et al. it does not teach an elongated block shape pillow nor does it 
teach the pillow and the sling to have hook and loop material for attachment. 

6. As to Avon, the reference does not teach a pocket between the pillow and the 
sling or an elongated block shape pillow. The reference teaches the use of a curved 


I 
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cushion to form to the user's arm. The specification is silent to any other shapes of the 
cushion. Furthermore, for the pillow to be block shaped would not have been obvious 
because then it would not form to the user's arm. 

7. Lastly was no motivation within the references to combine the prior art to place 
the pillow of Burkhead on the inside of the sling or to place hook and loop material on 
the pillow and inner side of the sling and shown by Avon. The combination of such 
components would have been hindsight. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Gomments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 5,334,132; 5,569,172; 2004/0215119. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kiandra C. Lewis whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7517. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thurs 9AM-6PM and alternating 
Fridays 9AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia Bianco can be reached on 571-272-4940. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1 000. 


KCL 


